
R.J.Palacio’s WONDER is a celebration of kindness. 

In the story, Auggie’s teacher Mr Browne provides his English class with 

a monthly ‘precept’ and encourages students to follow these monthly 

principles or rules when making decisions.  

 

“Like a motto!” said Mr. Browne, nodding as he continued writing on the board. “Like a 

famous quote. Like a line from a fortune cookie. Any saying or ground rule that can 

motivate you. Basically, a precept is anything that helps guide us when making decisions about 

really important things.”  

Wonder, chapter: Choose Kind  

Mr Browne’s first precept of the school year is: ‘When given the choice between being right or 

being kind, choose kind’. 

This precept becomes an integral and symbolic part of WONDER. Throughout the story, 

many of the characters face difficult decisions, forcing them to question how they behave 

towards others.  

Task 1 

Your job today is to create an animal character who, like Auggie, looks different on the 

outside. It might be a lion with a blue mane, or a rabbit with no ears, or a snake who has 

legs!  

Use the resource: EXTRAORDINARY ANIMALS. You will need to use the internet or non-

fiction books to research your chosen animal and fill out the fact file, before deciding what 

will be different about their animal character on the outside. What difficulties does this 

create for your character? There is also a space for you to draw a portrait of your 

character. 

Task 2 

Use the resource: WONDER WRITING FRAME, and look at your copy of the first chapter 

again. What do they notice about the way it is written? It is written in the first-person 

perspective, and is written in quite simple, conversational prose, as if Auggie is just talking 

directly to the reader. Your job will be to write a new introduction to Wonder from the point 

of view of the animal character you created in the previous task. Resource: WONDER 

WRITING FRAME will help you to structure your introduction, and you may wish to refer to 

their copy of the text to help give you ideas for what to write.  

 

 



RESOURCE: EXTRAORDINARY ANIMALS  

1. Research your chosen animal and fill in the fact file below. 2. Decide what is going to be 

different about your animal character’s appearance. 3. Draw a portrait of your character. 

My animal is a…  

Habitat:  

Diet:  

Special skills:  

Interesting fact:  

This type of animal usually looks like:  

My animal character is different on the outside because:  

 

 

This creates difficulties for my character because:  

 

 

 

A portrait of my character: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOURCE: WONDER WRITING FRAME  

Write a new introduction to WONDER from the point of view of your animal character. 

You may wish to refer to your text to help you come up with ideas for what to write.  

 

I know I’m not an ordinary _______________________. I mean, sure, I do ordinary things. I 

________________________. I _________________________________. I ________________ ________________________. 

I ____________________________. Stuff like that makes me ordinary. I guess. And I feel ordinary. 

Inside. But I know ordinary ________________________ don’t make other ordinary 

_________________________ run away ________________________ ________________________________________. I 

know ordinary_______________ 

don’t__________________________________________________________________________ . If I found a magic 

lamp and I could have one wish, I would wish 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Here’s what I think: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


